
 
  

  
 
  

 

American Atheists 
225 Cristiani St. 
Cranford, NJ 07016 

phone 908.276.7300 
fax 908.276.7402 
www.atheists.org 

February 11, 2010 

 

The Honorable Rep. Zack Taylor 

Chairperson, House Rules Committee 

Oklahoma State Capitol  

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd. Room 336.2 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

 

Re: OPPOSE HB 3817, Testimony from American Atheists in opposition to legislation that 

undermines religious liberty and equality 

 

Dear Chairperson Taylor and Members of the House Rules Committee: 

 

As a resident and state director for American Atheists, which has more than 800 constituents in 

Oklahoma, I testify in opposition to HB 3817, a controversial bill that imposes a religious viewpoint 

on public spaces that should be open and accessible to every Oklahoman. Specifically, this bill 

would require the placement of the national motto "In God We Trust" in a prominent visible 

location in all state buildings. Mandating its permanent placement through construction projects 

and by altering public buildings is not only costly to taxpayers, but it undermines the key 

foundational principle of religious liberty that rooted in the separation of religion and government. 

We urge you to vote against this unnecessary and harmful bill.  

 

American Atheists is a national civil rights organization that works to achieve religious equality for 

all Americans by protecting what Thomas Jefferson called the “wall of separation” between 

government and religion created by the First Amendment. We strive to create an environment 

where atheism and atheists are accepted as members of our nation’s communities and where 

casual bigotry against our community is seen as abhorrent and unacceptable. We promote 

understanding of atheists through education, outreach, and community-building and work to end 

the stigma associated with being an atheist in America. As advocates for religious liberty, American 

Atheists believes that no one should be subjected to religious coercion by the government.  

 

Religious liberty cannot exist when the government imposes a favored religious viewpoint on its 

citizens. HB 3817, then, represents a complete abandonment of religious liberty, as the bill 

flagrantly inscribes a religious message onto every state building. The capitol and other state 

buildings are meant to serve and to represent all Oklahomans – not just those who agree with the 

majoritarian religious sentiment. This bill is not just religiously coercive, it is un-American in that it 

violates the founding principles of our nation. The First Amendment proclaims that the government 

shall “make no law respecting an establishment of religion.” By emblazoning a religious message on 

the state capitol and public buildings, HB 3817 should come too close to this line for anyone’s 

comfort.  
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Efforts to impose a political agenda onto public spaces through “In God We Trust” bills are part of a 

multistate campaign by Christian nationalists to promote the false narrative that America was 

founded as a Christian nation.1 Lawmakers should focus on the needs of every Oklahoman, 

especially those with diverse religious views, rather than using precious legislative time and 

taxpayer resources to serve out-of-state special interests.  

 
Mandating “In God We Trust” in public buildings is exclusionary and unfair. Oklahomans hold a 
variety of beliefs including Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, and atheist. Currently, about 23% of 
adults in the US are religiously unaffiliated, and atheists and agnostics make up about 7% of the 
total population.2 In Oklahoma, 18% of the population has no religious affiliation.3 The Oklahoma 
Legislature should not marginalize this sizeable and growing population by purposefully inserting 
exclusionary messages into our public spaces. The Oklahoma State Capitol must remain free from 
religious coercion. The language on the state seal of Oklahoma, Labor Omnia Vincit, which 
translated from Latin means “work conquers all things,” more precisely represents the values held 
by Oklahomans.4 Let’s focus on that which unites us rather than that which divides.  
 
We urge lawmakers in Oklahoma to halt this religiously coercive bill before it becomes law. If you 
should have any questions regarding American Atheists’ opposition to HB 3817, please contact 
Alison Gill, Vice President for Legal & Policy, at 908.276.7300 x309 or by email at agill@atheists.org.  
 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Tim Ward 

Oklahoma State Director 

American Atheists 

 

cc: All members of the Oklahoma House Rules Committee 

                                                           
1 Clarkson, Frederick. “‘Project Blitz’ Seeks to Do for Christian Nationalism What ALEC Does for Big Business.” Religion 
Dispatches, published online Apr. 27, 2018. Available at: http://religiondispatches.org/project-blitz-seeks-to-do-for-
christian-nationalism-what-alec-does-for-big-business/ (Last visited February 19, 2019). 
2 Pew Research Center. A Closer Look at America’s Rapidly Growing Religious ‘Nones’ by Michael Lipka, 2015. 
Available at: http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/05/13/a-closer-look-at-americas-rapidly-growing-
religious-nones/ (Last Visited February 10, 2020). 
3 Pew Research Center. Religious Composition of Adults in Oklahoma. Available at: 
http://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/state/oklahoma/ (Last Visited February 10, 2020). 
4 Oklahoma Historical Society. Oklahoma State Symbols. Available at: https://www.okhistory.org/kids/symbols 
(Last Visited February 10, 2020). 
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